
Memories of Lucy Townsend (née Ackland) 

Dorothy (Doris) Freak, daughter of Elizabeth (Lizzie) Presland (née Townsend), wrote down the 
following memories of her visits to her grandma, Lucy Townsend. 

 

The picture shows Elizabeth seated in the centre, with Dorothy (aged 2) on her lap. Grandma Lucy 
Townsend is also seated. The third seated woman may be one of Elizabeth’s aunts, possibly Clara 
Townsend who lived nearby. The two girls in the centre row are probably Elizabeth’s sisters Ellen 
Maud and Edith May, aged 18 and 15 respectively. The woman centre left is very likely their oldest 
sister Louisa Mary, then aged 28, and next to her Albert Presland, her husband. The man on the 
right hand side of the centre row is possibly Elizabeth’s husband Frank Pullen. 

According to Robert Francis’ daughter Olive May, Elizabeth’s brother Ernest Alfred (Ern, age 20) 
took the photograph. This being so it is difficult to identify all of the young men in the top row. 
Undoubtedly Elizabeth’s other two brothers Henry James and Robert Francis and there, then aged 
26 and 22 respectively. Robert is possibly on the far left. 

Given Dorothy’s prominent position in the photo, and the fact that Louisa and Albert’s 4-year old 
daughter Irene was not present, it is very likely that this was a celebration for Dorothy’s second 
birthday on 2 March 1906. 


